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high, and rugged range of mountains reaches its very
shore. The country to the north and west of the lake,
the only part with which I am at all familiar, is a fine
grazing land, traversed by a number of large streams, two
of which merit the name of river; and here nomads find
excellent camping grounds in the swales and hollows
where there is shelter from the violent west and north-
west winds, called by the Chinese " black winds," which
blow almost continually in this bleak region;
We saw but very few camps of either Mongols or
Tibetans while in the basin of this lake, but, as the season
was not advanced, it is probable that a large part of the
population was still in winter quarters, in sheltered and
remote nooks in the hills. Furthermore, the Tibetans
do not like the plains, they are essentially a hill people;
and so it is possible that they do not live in any great
numbers near the lake. However, many deserted camps
seemed to show that the former supposition was more
correct.
The next day we crossed the Bal&na gol; its bed of
coarse gravel was nearly half a mile broad. I saw quite a
number of herds of wild asses and antelopes (Procapra
picticaudata), also hares, sand grouse, and sheldrakes;
buzzards and a very large species of hawk were also
plentiful, and the ground in many places was riddled with
the burrows of a species of lagomys.
The trail until we passed the Balema gol was very
plain, but from that river it grew rapidly more and more
indistinct, and I felt anxious to secure a guide as soon as
possible, especially as our camels were not strong enough
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